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Dar/Dodoma. Idadi kubwa ya
bajaji na pikipiki zinazotumia nisha-
ti ya umeme zinazofanya shughu
li za usafirishaji katika miji ya Dar
es Salaam na Dodoma zinaendesh-
wa bila kusajiliwa, kuwa na bima au
kubandikwa namba za usajili, licha
ya matakwa ya kisheria, uchunguzi
wa Mwananchi umebaini.

Hali hiyo imezidisha wasiwasi
wa kiusalama kwa wakazi wa miji
hiyo mikuu ya biashara na utawala,
ikihusishwa na ongezeko la ajali za
barabarani, uwezekano wa kutumika
katika vitendo vya uhalifu unaozui-
lika, pamoja na upotevu wa mapato
ya Serikali kutokana na faini na adha-
bu zisizokusanywa.

Ripoti ya Takwimu za Matukio ya
Uhalifu na Ajali za Barabarani ya
mwaka 2025 inaonesha kuwa kati ya
Januari na Desemba 2024, Tanzania
iliripoti jumla ya ajali 1,735, ongeze-
ko dogo ikilinganishwa na ajali 1,733
zilizoripotiwa mwaka 2023. Ripoti
hiyo, iliyoandaliwa na Ofisi ya Taifa
ya Takwimu (NBS) kwa kushirikiana
na Jeshi la Polisi Tanzania (Tanpol),
inaonyesha kuwa watu 1,715 wali-
fariki dunia huku 2,719 wakijeruhiwa
mwaka 2024, ikilinganishwa na vifo
1,647 na majeruhi 2,716 mwaka 2023.

Kwa mujibu wa ripoti hiyo, ajali za
pikipiki 259 ziliripotiwa kitaifa kati
ya Januari na Juni 2024, kutoka ajali
216 kipindi kama hicho mwaka 2023,
sawa na ongezeko la asilimia 19.9.

Aidha, vifo vilivyotokana na ajali za

RIPOTI
MAALUMU

barabarani viliongezeka kutoka 191
hadi 223, ongezeko la asilimia 16.7,
huku wilaya za Temeke, Kinondo-
ni na Dodoma zikiongoza kwa idadi
kubwa ya vifo hivyo.

Ripoti ya Africa E-Mobility 2025:
Trends, Policies and Investments
inaonyesha kuwa pikipiki na bajaji
ndizo zinazoongoza katika soko la
usafiri Afrika Mashariki, huku Tan-
zania ikitajwa kuwa miongoni mwa
nchi zinazoongoza kwa matumizi ya
vyombo hivyo.

Ripoti hiyo inaeleza kuwa uingiaji
wa pikipiki zinazotumia umeme kwa
matumizi ya kibiashara umechoche-
wa na ongezeko la mahitaji ya usafiri
wa haraka na gharama nafuu, husu-
san katika miji mikubwa.

Licha ya dunia kuelekea matumizi

ol

ya nishati safi na rafiki kwa mazin-
gira, kasi ya kuenea kwa vyombo vya
usafiri vinavyotumia umeme imeibua
changamoto mpya za kiutawala na
kiusalama, hasa katika utekelezaji wa
sheria za usajili, bima na utozaji wa
leseni za kibiashara.

Hali hiyo imeonekana wazi katika
miji ya Dar es Salaam na Dodoma,
ambako bajaji na pikipiki za umeme
zimeongezeka barabarani bila
udhibiti wa kutosha.

Hali hiyo ni kinyume na Kifungu
cha 57(b)(i-iv) cha Sheriaya Mareke-
bisho ya Kodi ya Usajili na Uhamisho
wa Magari, Sura ya 124 ya mwaka
2023, ambacho kinatambua rasmi
uwepo wa vyombo vya usafiri vina-
vyotumia nishati ya umeme, ikiwemo
pikipiki na bajaji, katika mfumo wa
kisheria wa Tanzania.

Pia, hali hiyo inakiuka Sheria ya
Usalama Barabarani, Sura ya 168,
hususan Kanuni za Marekebisho ya
Usajili wa Magari za mwaka 2025.

Kanuni hizo, zilizotangazwa rasmi
Juni 26, 2025, zinaweka ada za usajili
kwa vyombo vinavyotumia umeme
kulingana na kiwango cha nguvu
ya betri, zikiwemo Sh50,000 kwa
magari ya nguvu ndogo, Sh200,000
kwa nguvu ya kati na Sh250,000
kwa nguvu kubwa, huku Sh300,000
zikihusika kwa magari ya umeme ya
utendaji wa juu.

Aidha, ada ya leseni ya pikipiki, iwe
ya umeme au mafuta, ni Sh30,000,
wakati bajaji zinazobeba mizigo au
abiria hutozwa Sh50,000.

Hata hivyo, Kifungu cha I3 cha She-
ria ya Usalama Barabarani kinakata-
za matumizi ya chombo chochote
cha moto barabarani bila kusajiliwa.

Kifungu hicho Kkinaeleza kuwa
mmiliki au dereva wa chombo Kisi-
chosajiliwa anafanya kosa la jinai
linalostahili faini isiyozidi Sh50,000,
kifungo cha hadi miaka mitano, au
adhabu zote kwa pamoja, sambamba
na kutaifishwa kwa chombo husika.

Uchunguzi wa Mwananchi uliofan-
yika kati ya Oktoba na Desemba 2025
katika maeneo ya Kariakoo, Kimara,
Tabata, Kitumbini na baadhi ya mae-
neo ya Dodoma ullbauu uwepo wa
bajaji na pikipiki nyingi zinazotumia
nishati ya umeme zikiendesha shu-
ghuli za usafirishaji bila kusajiliwa.

Baadhi ya vyombo hivyo vilikuwa
vinabeba mizigo na abiria katika
barabara zenye msongamano mkub-
wa bila kuhojiwa na vyombo vya
usalama.

Katika mahojiano, baadhi ya
waendeshaji walisema hawajawahi
kusimamishwa na polisi au mamlaka
}’.lﬂingil‘le kuombwa nyaraka za usa-
jili.

Wengine walidai hawakujua kama
usajili wa vyombo hivyo niwalazima,
ta

Bajaji za mizigo zinazotumia umeme zikisubiri kupakia mizigo eneo la Kariakoo, jijini Dar es Salaam,

huku zikiwa hazina namba za usajili.

“Ni vigumu
sana
kumfuatilia
dereva baada
yaajaliau
tukio la uhalifu
kwa sababu
mara nyingi
hukimbia

na hakuna
utambulisho
wa chombo.”

Mussa Kinabo

huku baadhi wakisema waliambiwa
na wauzaji kuwa vyombo hivyo vin-
afanana na baiskeli hivyo havihitaji
usajili wala bima.

Mfanyabiashara wa Kariakoo,
Mussa Kinabo, alisema bajaji na
pikipiki zxslzosajlhwa zimehusika
katika ajali kadhaa kubwana ndogo.

“Ni vigumu sana kumfuatilia
dereva baada ya ajali au tukio la
uhalifu kwa sababu mara nyingi
hukimbia na hakuna utambulisho
wa chombo,” alisema.

Kwa upande wa Dodoma, mfa-
nyabiashara Happy Silvano alise-
ma ongezeko la mahitaji ya usafiri
wa haraka linawalazimu baadhi ya
waendeshaji kukiuka sheria.

“Sijawahi kusikia mtu akitozwa
faini, jambo linaloonyesha udhaifu
mkubwa katika utekelezaji wa she-
ria za usalama barabarani,” alisema.

Akizungumza kuhusu hali hiyo,
Kamishna wa Polisi, Mussa Manya-
ma alisema kuendesha chombo
cha moto kisichosajiliwa, iwe kina-
tumia mafuta au umeme, ni kosa
la kisheria na husababisha hatari
kubwa kwa usalama wa watumiaji
wa barabara.

Meneja Usafirishaji Barabara-
ni na Leseni wa Latra (Mamlaka
ya Udhibiti Usafiri Ardhini), Patel
Ngereza, alisema kati ya pikipiki
zaidi ya 22,000 zilizosajiliwa mwa-
ka 2025, takribani asilimia nane tu
zinatumia nishati ya umeme.

Alisema hali hiyo inatokana na
kuwapo changamoto za uelewa
mdogo wa wananchi na mwitikio
hafifu wa wadau.

“Ni kama wananchi hawata-
ki kujua na hakuna anayewajuzi
ukuhimu wa hilina wadau pia hawa-
jaitikia ipasavyo.”

Mkurugenzi wa Huduma kwa
Walipa Kodi wa TRA (Mamlaka ya
Mapato Tanzania), Richard Kayom-
bo, alisema vyombo vya umeme vin-
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Siku ambayo zilitangazwa ada za usa-
jili kwa vyombo vinavyotumia umeme
kulingana na kiwango cha nguvuya
betri, zikiwemo Sh50,000 kwa magari
ya nguvu ndogo.

afuata mfumo uleule wa usajili na
kodi kama vinavyotumia petroli au
dizeli, huku utekelezaji wa operesh-
eni dhidi ya vyombo visivyosajiliwa
likiwa jukumu la Jeshi la Polisi.

“Jeshi la Polisi ndiyo linafanya
oparesheni ya kukamata vyombo
vinavyofanya shughuli zake bila
kusajiliwa.”

Mkurugenzx wa Mamlaka ya Usi-
mamizi wa Bima Tanzania (Tira) ,
Alex Rocky alisema fidia hzutolew1
kwa vyombo visivyo na bima halali,
akisisitiza kuwa magari yasiyosa-
jiliwa huacha waathirika wa ajali
bila haki za kisheria na kuongeza
umaskini.

Mkurugenzi wa Shirika la Kupiga-
nia Haki za Abiria Tanzania (Shi-
kuhata), Ambakise Mwakifwange,
alisema ukosefu wa usajili unad-
hoofisha uwajibikaji na imani ya
umma katika mfumo wa usafiri,
akitaka ukaguzi maalumu, elimu
kwa umma na kanuni mahsusi kwa
usafiri wa vyombo vinavyotumia
umeme.

Mwanachama wa Tanzania Elec-
tric Mobility Association (Tae-
ma), Tony Mlela, alisema sheria na
kanuni zipo lakini utekelezaji wake
bado ni changamoto, akionya kuwa
kuruhusu vyombo visivyosajiliwa
kuendelea kufanya kazi ni hatari
kwa usalama wa Taifa na ukuaji
endelevu wa sekta ya usafiri.

Itaendelea kesho....
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Safety fears mount as electric
vehicles remain unreglstered

reside | streets and narrow alleys of the sur- | very
;'::hz'ttl::gfi’t'i:sxzs:eslghtenenjs areas. that in some cases riders flee the
Ks of bl idents Interviewed riders said they had | scene, making it impossible to trace
ris 9 preventable acciden never been stopped by traffic police | them.
and crime, as offenders can orasked toproduceregistrationdoc- | ' What authorities say?
engage in such incidents and uments. mheadam;el.c@wepammm
easily flee the scenes | Some operators said they were | inthe Traffic Police, Superintendent
Ey Saciesa unaware that registration was | of Poliqc Mum Manyama,
required, while others claimed sell- | that driving an unregistered vehlcle,
glamtey@tz.nationmedia.com ’ ers had assured them the machines | whether motor or electric, contra-
Dar/Dodoma. Most clectn'c tri- were “like bicycles” and needed no ‘ venes sections of the law and poses l
cycles and bikes operating in Dar documentation. | serious risks to public safety.
es Salaam and Dodoma are running ' Most operators admitted that, ‘ He said, like motor vehicles, oper-
without registration, insurance, or havingnever been questionedbythe | ating unregistered electric-powered
visible number plates, despite clear | authorities about registration, they | ve}uclos attracts heavy fines and
legal requirements, a recent investi- saw no urgency in registering their ! confiscation, as such vehicles are
gation by The Citizen has found. f ! vehicles. not covered by insurance, leaving
The sh.lahonecposesreﬂdentsm | i Interviewed businesspeople in | drivers, passengers, and other road
the two cities to heightened risks of J Rl | Kariakoo, and drivers say electric | users vulnerable in the event of an
preventable accidents and crime, as | [ tricycles and bikes have already | accident.
offenders can engage in such inci- | § | been involved in major and minor | However, he failed to provide
dents and easily flee the scenes. | accidents. | details of vehicle owners and opera-
The Crime and Traffic Incidents “Itis very difficult to track the rid- | tors who have been fined, impound-
Statistics Report for 2025 indicates er whose tricycle or bike has been | ed, or removed from the roads since
that between January and Decem- involved in an accident because they | the June registration deadline.
ber 2024, Tanzania recorded 1,735 | often flee,” said Kariakoo trader Mr | “We will continue enforcing the
major accidents, two more than the | Mussa Kinabo. | law and educating the public on the
! L733crashesreportedoverthesame | | “These without number plates ’ importance of registration,” he said. | |
; -period in2023. | * | make the problem even worse, | The Land Transport Regulatory -
The document, prepared by the | | because even if you try to hold the | Authority (Latra) Road Transport | |
| National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) | < Lo rider accountable, you have no proof J and Licensing Manager, Mr Patel
and the Tanzania Police Force (Tan- | i : | of thevehicle’sidentity”headded. | Ngereza, said challenges in reg-
pol), shows that 1,715 people died | 3 S ke Bl In Dodoma, a seller, Ms Happy [ istering electric vehicles still exist,
' and 2,719 were injured in incidents | v - > S T | Silvano, said demandis growingrap- | although awareness is gradually
recorded in 2024, compared with | | > & | idly, forcing some operators to run | improving He said out of more than !
' 1,647 deaths and 2,716 injuries dur- = -~ el < 2 vehicles unregistered. 22,000 motorcycles registered by
ing the same period in 2023. | Anunregistered three wheeler electric vehicle parked at Kanakoo ready tofery | “Weseethemon the roads. I have | Latra in 2025, about eight percent
Furthermore, the report shows | cargo for customers. PHOTO | FILE | never heard of riders being fined, | areelectric.
I that from January to June 2024, a i | which shows enforcement challeng- |  Furthermore, he said an aware- }
| total of 259 motorcycle accidents | Act, Cap. 168, particularly the Road | feiture of the vehicle to the govern- | esbecause we work with themevery | | ness week organised last year to
were reported nationwide, up from | Traffic (Motor Vehicle Registration) | ment. | day,” she said. encourage registration of electric ‘,
216 during the same period in 2023, f (Amendment) Regulations, 2025, The current situation also under- | Citizens agree that while electric | vehicles recorded alow response. | 4
| representingal99 percentincrease. | which introduced sub-items 1A(2)- | mines Tanzania's commitment to = vehicles are cost- effective, operating Mr Ngereza added that initially, |
Road accident deaths rose from | (d). These provisions establish | theGlobal DecadeofActionforRoad | them unregistered exposes the pub- | electricunitswere imported as spare (
191 to 223 over the same period, a | motor vehicle licence fees charged | Safety 2021-2030, under which the | lic to higher risks of road accidents, | partsbefore beingassemnbled locally, |
| 167 percent increase, with Teme- | upon issuance of a certificate of | United Nations, through the World | crime, and lost government revenue | and started being used commercial- |
ke, Kinondoni, and Dodoma among | registration for electrically charged | Health Organisation (WHO) aimto | from unpaid fines and penalties. . ly. “The influx of these vehicles in |
the country’s regons recording the | vehicles. | reduceroad deathsandseriousinju- |  “Most victims of road accidents | city streets forced us to hold meet-
highest numbe | The fees are categorised into | riesbyatleast50 percentby2030. | involve unregistered two- and three- | ings with responsible stakeholders
The Africa E Mobility Report | three classes: Low Power EVs = As a result, Dar es Salaam, the | wheeled motor and electric-pow- registration and provision
2025: Trends, Policies, and Invest- | (below 50kWh), Mid Power EVs | country’s commercial hub, and | ered vehicles. Many people are left | of commercial operating licences,”
Dodoma, Tanzania’s administrative | with permanent disabilities follow- | | hesaid.

ments in Electric Mobility shows

(50.1-100kWh) and High Power EVs |

capital, continue to face height-

‘ ing accidents caused by the rising |
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ators. This would have deterred
them, thereby boosting compli-
ance,” he added.

t hit, rﬂymhsmgltwas
nmﬂ{:ki)eton?e, she said, adding

He said the authority has since | |

that two- and three-wheelers dom- | (1001-200kWh). [
inate the East African market, with The regulations, gazetted on | cned challenges, including rising | | number of such incidents, especially | engaged the Tanzania Bureau of 3
Tanzania leading at an estimated / June 26, 2025 and signed by the ‘ road accidents, security concerns, | in major cities,” said Dar es Salaam | Standards (TBS) to address battery |
10000 units, most of which are | then minister for Home Affairs, Mr | resident Mr Simon Lunda. | quality and reliability.
lead-acid scooters. | Innocent Bashungwa, set registra- | uncollected fines and penalties. | “This is compounded by the | “Wealsoamended ourregulations
It notes that commercial E2W | tion fees of Sh50,000, Sh200000 |  Between October and December ’ increase in crimes linked to these | toformallyinclude electric-powered
adoption leads due to strong prod- | and Sh250,000 for Classes 1, 2and 3 [ 2025, The Citizen surveyed parts of | fast modes of transport. Some | vehicles so they can be registered
uct-market fit and financing, posi- | respectively, with Sh300,000 apph- Kariakoo, Kimara, Tabata, Kitumbi- snatch items like mobile phones | and issued commercial licences” he
tioning Africa for scalable e-mobility | cable to performance or h.igh‘end ni, and selected areas of Dodoma to | from pedestrians or vehicle occu- | said. However, Latra did not provide
growth amid global electric vehicle | EVs. gauge the scale of the problem. pants, particularly in traffic, and | data on enforcement actions taken,
shifts. Despite the world’s transition Sub-item 1B further provides that The survey found electric cargo | quickly drive away,” added Dodoma saying its focus was to invest in pub-
from fossil fuels to clean energy, | the motor vehicle licence fee for a | tricycles ferrying goods fromwhole- | resident Ms Linda Kisasa, liceducation.
the rapid uptake of electric mobili- | motorcycle, whetherelectricorcon- | salers to retailers without registra- A Dar es Salaam-based daladala TRA’s Director for Taxpayer Ser-
ty, particularly electric cargo tricy- | ventional, is Sh30000, while that for | tion numbers. driver, Mr Hamisi Doto, recalled | vices and Education, Mr Richard
cles and bikes increasingly seen on | a tncyde carrying goods or passen- Some were used for general trans- | being lightly hit by an electric tricy- | Kayombo, said electric vehicles use
Dar es Salaam and Dodoma streets, | gersis Sh50,000. port, but a common feature was | cle, noting that when he realised the | the same numbering system as con-
underscores the need forimmediate However, Section 13(1) and (2) of | that they operated openly without | vehiclewasunregistered, hechoseto | ventional motor vehicles, and that
regulatory action. the Road Traffic Act, Cap. 168, pro- | number plates, navigating the busy | continue with his journey. owners or operators are also sup-
The situation contravenes Sec- | hibits the use of any motor vehicle . “If it had been a car or a motor- | posed to pay import taxes.
tion 57(b)(I-IV) of the Amended | or trailer on Tanzanian roads unless | Number of motorcycle acci- cycle, we would have argued, and I He said crackdowns
Motor Vehicle (Tax on Registration | itisduly registered under the Act. dents that occurred nationwide | would have been compensated” he | unregistered vehicles fall under the
and Transfer) Act, Cap. 124, 2023, Section 13(2) states that any own- | between January and June in said, wondering how much the gov- | Traffic Police mandate.
which explicitly recognises elee- | er or driver who operates an unreg- | 2024 emnment was losing in registration | “We issue public notices to
tric vehicles, including two- and | istered vehicle commits an offence fines and penalties. encourage registration, but the
three-wheelers, within Tanzania’s | punishable by a fine not exceeding “The government could collect | mandate to arrest those behind
legal framework. Sh50,000, imprisonment for up to billions of shillings if the law were | non-compliance lies with the Traffic
It also violates the Road Traffic | five years, or both, and may face for- enforced against unregistered oper- | Police,” he said.
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